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FoodRisk.OrgFoodRisk.Org

Information for Food Safety Risk Information for Food Safety Risk 
Analysis Analysis --
•• Risk assessmentsRisk assessments
•• DatabasesDatabases
•• Tools for risk assessment Tools for risk assessment 
•• Database of food safety linksDatabase of food safety links
•• Teaching resourcesTeaching resources
•• CommunityCommunity
•• Etc.Etc.



Risk Assessment ExampleRisk Assessment Example



Database ExampleDatabase Example



Tools  ExampleTools  Example



Links  ExampleLinks  Example



Teaching Resource ExampleTeaching Resource Example



Community ExampleCommunity Example-- IRACIRAC



HistoryHistory
Initiated as part of the Food Initiated as part of the Food 
Safety Initiative (1998)Safety Initiative (1998)
•• ““to provide a service to the food to provide a service to the food 

safety risk analysis community by safety risk analysis community by 
making available data, making available data, 
methodology, tools, tutorials and methodology, tools, tutorials and 
references from public and private references from public and private 
sources in order to facilitate risk sources in order to facilitate risk 
analysis of national and analysis of national and 
international food safety issuesinternational food safety issues””

An Evolving Resource An Evolving Resource 



SupportSupport
Supported by JIFSANSupported by JIFSAN
Active collaboration with CFSANActive collaboration with CFSAN
•• Content Content 
•• Defining user needsDefining user needs

Personnel Personnel 
•• Web MasterWeb Master
•• LibrarianLibrarian
•• Information ManagerInformation Manager
•• Student ProgrammersStudent Programmers
•• Steering CommitteeSteering Committee



Food Safety FeaturesFood Safety Features

Focus on Risk Analysis Focus on Risk Analysis 
•• Integrative, multidisciplinary Integrative, multidisciplinary 

approachapproach
•• Diversity of contentDiversity of content

CurationCuration of contentof content
Terminology Terminology -- ThesaurusThesaurus



Food Safety Features 2Food Safety Features 2

Preservation of potentially Preservation of potentially 
ephemeral resources (e.g., ephemeral resources (e.g., 
symposia, meeting symposia, meeting 
presentations, draft documents)presentations, draft documents)
MetadataMetadata
Repository for full data sets Repository for full data sets 
described and summarized in described and summarized in 
publications publications 



Food Safety Features 3Food Safety Features 3
Provides public availability for Provides public availability for 
data sets obtained by data sets obtained by 
government agencies or under government agencies or under 
contract contract 
Repository for data sets that are Repository for data sets that are 
difficult to publish in detail (e.g., difficult to publish in detail (e.g., 
negative data)negative data)



Other IssuesOther Issues
Open ResourceOpen Resource
•• Tracking of use and impact can be difficultTracking of use and impact can be difficult

Complex siteComplex site
•• Root directory alone has >900 filesRoot directory alone has >900 files
•• Links database has >6000 entriesLinks database has >6000 entries
•• Average ~ 10,000 page views per dayAverage ~ 10,000 page views per day
•• International access International access –– regular visits from regular visits from 

>128 countries>128 countries
Linkage to JIFSAN international training Linkage to JIFSAN international training 

Third party data blindingThird party data blinding



Lessons LearnedLessons Learned

Flexibility is criticalFlexibility is critical
•• Rapid evolution of data needs and Rapid evolution of data needs and 

technologytechnology
•• Ability to respond to emerging Ability to respond to emerging 

issuesissues
Example Example –– AcrylamideAcrylamide InfoNetInfoNet
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