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The Foodborne Diseases 
Active Surveillance Network 

(FoodNet)

Elaine Scallan, PhD
Chief, FoodNet

Enteric Diseases Epidemiology Branch (proposed name) 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Presentation outline

• Purpose and objectives
• Partners and stakeholders
• Surveillance activities
• Disseminating information
• Data sharing
• Future plans
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What is FoodNet?

• Foodborne Diseases Active Surveillance 
Network

• Sentinel surveillance network established in 
1996

• Active surveillance and related epidemiological 
studies to better understand the epidemiology 
of foodborne diseases in the United States

FoodNet Objectives
1. Determine the burden of foodborne illness in 

the United States
2. Monitor trends in the burden of specific 

foodborne illness over time
3. Attribute the burden of foodborne illness to 

specific foods and settings
4. Develop and assess interventions to reduce 

the burden of foodborne illness
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FoodNet Partners
• Principal foodborne disease component of 

CDC’s Emerging Infections Program

• Collaborative project involving:
– CDC
– U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food Safety and 

Inspection Service
– U.S. Food and Drug Administration
– Participating state health departments

FoodNet Sites 2006

44 million (15% of U.S. population)
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FoodNet Working Group
Oregon (cont.)
Beletshachew 
Shiferaw
Rob Vega
Molly Wagner

Tennessee
Effie Boothe
Allen Craig 
Diane Eigsti Gerber
Timothy Jones
William Moore
William Schaffner
Pat Turri

USDA-FSIS
DW Chen
David Goldman
Kristin Holt
Tamar Lasky
Michael Cooper
Denise Lewis

FDA-CFSAN
Ken Falci
Patrick McCarthy
Eileen Parish
Clifford Purdy

Maryland
David Blythe
Patricia Ryan
Melanie Megginson
Dale Rohn
Leslie Edwards
Jessica Totaro
Karen Fujii
Dipti Shah
Jeffery Roche
Jafar Razeq
Robert Myers
J. Glenn Morris Jr.
Marguerite Hawkins
Dave Torpey
Jonigene Ruark
Mary Warren
Judy Johnson
Sonya Saccurro
Peggy Pass
Laurie Thomson Sanza
Kim Holmes
Jackie Hunter
Yvonne Deane-Hibbert

Minnesota
Jeff Bender
John Besser
April Bogard
Richard Danila
Craig Hedberg
Jeff Luedeman

Connecticut (cont.)
Robert Howard
Sharon Hurd
Kati Kelley
Aristea Kinney 
Ruthanne Marcus
Donald Mayo
Patricia Mshar
Quyen Phan
Charles Welles

Georgia
John Abellera
Wendy Baughman
Paul Blake
Sandra Chaves
Pat Martell-Cleary
Monica Farley
Tameka Hayes
James Howgate
Matthew Johns
Julie Kalkbrenner
Susan Lance-Parker
Kimberly Lane
Alicia McDonal
Melissa Morrison
Christina Payne
Susan Ray
Jody Schweitzer
Suzanne Segler
Stepy Thomas

CDC
Frederick Angulo
Elizabeth Ailes
Timothy Barrett
Anyana Banerjee
Michael Beach
Nancy Bean
Richard Bishop
Chris Braden
Stephanie DeLong
Patricia Fields
Molly Frierman
Kathleen Fullerton
Patricia Griffin
Mike Hoekstra
Nicole Ishill
Jeff Jones
Kevin Joyce
Taha Kass-Hout
Ewelina Lyszkowicz
Kathleen Maloney
Paul Mead
Thomas Navin
Robert Pinner
Cathy Rebmann
Elaine Scallan
Cindi Snider
Bala Swaminathan
Robert Tauxe
Casey Theriot
Jay Varma
Jean Whichard
Yin Zhang

California
Sharon Abbott
Mirasol Apostol
Susan Brooks
Pam Daily 
Peter Esko
Sharmeen Gettner
Janet Mohle-Boetani 
Joelle Nadle 
Jan O’Connell
Suzanne Phelps
Gretchen Rothrock 
Sam Shin
Duc Vugia 
Ben Werner 
Kathryn Wymore

Colorado
James Beebe
Steve Burnite
Tessa Crume
Matt Finke
Karen Gieseker
Patrick Hamel
Lucinda Hammond
Nicole Haubert
Sean Lieske
Pam Shillam

Connecticut
Matthew Cartter
Paula Clogher
Terry Rabatsky-Ehr
James Hadler
Robert Heimer

Minnesota (cont.)
Carlota Medus
Joni Scheftel
Kirk Smith
Sara Stenzel
Ellen Swanson

New York
Bridget Anderson
Hwa-Gan Chang
Nellie Dumas
Christina Hidalgo
Dina Hoefer
Dale Morse
Candace Noonan
Tim Root
Dianna Schoonmaker-Bopp
Glenda Smith
Perry Smith
Nancy Spina
Shelley Zansky

Oregon
Chris Biggs
Paul Cieslak
Emilio DeBess
Julie Hatch
Bill Keene
Mel Kohn
Steve Mauvais
Melissa Plantenga

FoodNet Stakeholders
• FoodNet Partners: 

– USDA-FSIS, FDA, 10 state health departments

• Other stakeholders:
– State and local health departments
– Laboratories
– Physicians
– Academia
– Industry
– Consumers groups
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FoodNet Surveillance
• Active surveillance for laboratory-confirmed 

infections  
– Salmonella, Shigella, Campylobacter, Shiga-toxin 

producing E. coli, Listeria monocytogenes, Yersinia
enterocolitica, Vibrio, Cryptosporidium, Cyclospora

• Actively contact clinical laboratories 
– Audit laboratories at least twice yearly

• Contact medical personnel, conduct hospital 
visits, interview patients

FTP
Site

FoodNet
Database

Manual process of 
monthly transmission

State
DB

Query
SAS

Manual process of retrieving files, 
cleaning, and processing data Reports

Data access

• Monthly data transmission to CDC FoodNet
• Preliminary data close-out begins in January-February
• Final data close-out begins in late June-July 

FoodNet Surveillance Cycle
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FoodNet April MMWR

FoodNet April MMWR
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Surveillance Outputs

• MMWR and annual 
surveillance report

• Journal publications

• Oral and poster 
presentations

• Presentations to industry 
and consumer groups
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FoodNet data requests

• From FoodNet partners and stakeholders
– One page proposal 
– Reviewed by FoodNet steering committee
– Vote during monthly conference calls

• Approved proposals
– Data request form
– Data use form
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“Dissemination Working Group”

• Disseminate FoodNet surveillance data to a 
wider audience

• Summaries to accompany journal publications 

• FoodNet newsletter

• Target stakeholders
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Thank you!

Discussion!

"THE FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS IN THIS PRESENTATION 
HAVE NOT BEEN FORMALLY DISSEMINATED BY CDC AND 

SHOULD NOT BE CONSTRUED TO REPRESENT ANY AGENCY 
DETERMINATION OR POLICY."


